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MPI Reformulates Corporate GroUpr

Dallas — With the meetings industry
increasingly grappling with issues of

focused its Corporate Circle of Excel-
lence, while expanding its membership
internationally.

In addition, MPI is liaising with the
International Association of Confer-
ence Centers on a number of education-
al and marketing programs, evidence of
further cooperation among professional
meeting-oriented
organizations.

MPI’s newly re-
named Global Cor-
porate Circle of Ex-
cellence now has
members that come
from Europe and
Canada as well as
the United States.

Also, the group will grapple with the
current big issue, procurement. It hopes
to produce a white paper before year-end
on how meeting planners can work to-
ward greater efficiencies with travel and
purchasing departments.

The Circle was founded in 1999 to
give senior corporate meeting profes-
sionals an opportunity to discuss the is-
sues they face on a day-to-day basis in-
volving strategic direction and policies,
particularly return on investment. The
intention was to come to conclusions and
share them with the corporate planner
community as a whole. Howeyver, the ef-
fort stalled after the Sept. 11, 2001 ter-
‘orist attacks.

The group’s strategic goals also now
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have been aligned with MPI’s strategic
plan, dubbed Pathways to Excellence,
which stresses planner professional de-
velopment, and promotes the notion
that meetings are integral to corporate
strategies.

“We want not only to give corporate
meeting professionals the tools they
can use to help them manage their du-
ties, but also to help them elevate them-
selves within their organizations,” said
Betsy Bondurant, Global Circle of Ex-
cellence co-chairwoman and associate
director of meeting planning and trade
shows for Amgen, the big biotechnolo-
gy company based in Thousand Oaks,
Calif.

As for MPI’s new relationship with
IACC, the meetings organization will
contribute members for IACC’s cus-
tomer roundtable at IACC’s annual meet-
ing, slated for Roanoke, Va., in April.

Conversely, for its annual World Edu-
cation Conference next year, MPI is con-
sidering working with IACC to develop
some of the education, and not just creat-
ing a conference center commercial.

In addition, IACC members in the
conference center-heavy town of
Chicago are planning to host 25 to 50
buyers — MPI members and non-mem-
bers alike — at a luncheon or similar
event to promote both conference cen-
ters and MPI.

Also on the marketing side, the two
organizations are hammering out de-
tails for some IACC-sponsored supple-
ments that will appear in the Meeting
Professional, MPI's publication, in the
U.S. and beyond.
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