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IMEX-MPI Future Leaders Forum at WEC 2011
IMEX and MPI are again in 2011 offering opportunities for scholarship grants to qualified students to attend a two-day training program during MPI’s World Education Congress (WEC) in Orlando, Florida, July. This program is a professional development opportunity designed for up to 30 students who want to further their careers by meeting and learning from some of the industry’s leaders.

Designed for students studying in the US and Canada who are in their junior or senior year, or pursuing their Masters or PhDs, and are interested in making a career in the meetings industry, this program provides participants valuable insight into industry trends and strategic elements of the meetings industry.  

Students selected to participate in the program will receive complimentary airfare (where applicable), two nights’ hotel accommodations and registration for MPI’s WEC, July 23-26.

Students are encouraged to stay for the full WEC but will be responsible for their own hotel charges after the 2 nights that IMEX and MPI sponsor. 

Completed applications, essays, resumes and letters of recommendation are due by April 26, 2011, 5:00 P.M CDT.
A few past Future Leaders participants agree that this is a unique opportunity:

"I can honestly say that the Future Leaders Forum was the best experience that I think any student can have." Sydney Osmun, MPI student member of the Utah Chapter
“The Future Leaders Forum has allowed me to experience and meet people that I normally wouldn’t meet. It has also given me the opportunity to learn more about myself and given me guidance to what I want to do with my future, I am truly grateful."
Krystal Burt, Oklahoma State University
"Attending the FLF was an unbelievably rewarding and engaging experience. The two days flew by, but will remain with me for a lifetime to come. I had individual face time with internationally-known individuals, met local chapter members and networked with inspiring individuals from all over the globe. I left the FLF feeling energized, ignited and more passionate than ever to enter a field where the colleagues treat you like a long-lost friend. I experienced firsthand how MPI & IMEX invest in their future and truly believe in their mission. I consider myself lucky to be a member of MPI." Lindsay C. Moss, M.S. Candidate in Hospitality & Tourism Management Virginia Tech
IMEX-MPI Future Leader Forum at WEC 2011 - Timeline:
	April 26, 2011
	Applications are due


	May 4, 2011
	Grant winners are informed

	May 9, 2011
	Grant winners submit travel paperwork and scheduled flights

	July 23 and 24, 2011
	Future Leader Forum 2011 during WEC2011

	July 25 and 26, 2011
	Remaining days of WEC 2011 (on your own expense)


Application Instructions

Eligibility:  To participate in this program, all applicants must be at least in their junior year and may include those pursuing a Masters or PhDs at time of registration.  All applicants must have a college GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Each applicant must be a member of MPI in good standing or must send the membership fee and application with the Future Leaders Application.  If a student has already attended a North America Future Leaders Forum at WEC or a European Future Leaders Forum, she/he is ineligible to participate in this program. 
Expectations: Students participating in the Future Leaders Forum are expected to behave in a professional manner and adhere to the guidelines set by the IMEX-MPI Future Leaders Program.  
Upon completion of the WEC, each student must write an article for their local chapter newsletter at MPI.  By submitting this application, an applicant verifies that the information provided is complete and truthful to the best of her/his knowledge. 

Process:  In addition to the application, this additional material must accompany the application:

1. Your current resume  

2. A 500 word essay (on why you should be selected to participate in this program and how this program would help you in your career development)
3. Two letters of recommendation 

4. Agreement to commit to the norms and behaviors 

Once the application has been submitted, the applicant will receive an email acknowledging that it has been received by MPI.

ESSAY
Your essay should be free of grammatical and spelling errors and no more than 500 words in length. It should describe why you are applying to the IMEX-MPI Future Leaders Forum at WEC 2011 and what you hope to achieve if selected.

RESUME
Your resume should be up-to-date, accurate, and list all recent work and professional experience. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
Two professional letters of recommendation are required. The recommendations should address the applicant's ability to take on and fulfill obligations.  It is recommended that one should be from an academic advisor or professor and the other from an employing supervisor or a non-student from your MPI Chapter with whom you have interacted at a Chapter level.

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS
These scholarships are being awarded to deserving applicants in competition with many other deserving students.  Awarding of and acceptance of the scholarship carries many obligations - the readiness to participate with enthusiasm, integrity, energy and determination in all aspects of the Future Leaders Forum program.  By your application, you agree to fully participate – which includes responding to requests for information on time and being on time for all sessions - if awarded a scholarship to attend. 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
If selected as a grant recipient, MPI will make your air travel arrangements (if required). Grant recipients are responsible for any change fees thereafter, as well as baggage and ground transportation expenses. Hotel accommodations for the two nights the grant covers will be made on a double occupancy basis. 
SUBMISSION OF MATERIALS
Once all of the materials described above have been gathered, they should be sent to MPI Headquarters by one of the following methods:

· Application, including essay and resume, and your letters of recommendation (preferably scanned into a file and sent as an email attachment) to be sent to bbradford@mpiweb.org
· If you are unable to email all documents, please fax or mail to MPI to the attention of Barbara Bradford: 
· Fax: (972) 855-2006 
· Or by mail to: 
Meeting Professional International
Attention:  Barbara Bradford 
IMEX–MPI Future Leaders Forum 2011
3030 LBJ Freeway, Suite 1700
Dallas, TX 75234
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