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Meeting Professionals International Foundation
The MPI Foundation powers the vision of Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the meetings and events industry’s largest and most vibrant global community comprised of more than 24,000 members representing 69 chapters and clubs in 80 countries worldwide. Contributions from MPI members, chapters, and organizations are invested in high-impact programs to support a rich, global meetings and events industry and provide investment into the future of the meetings and events profession.  
Founded in 1984 the focus of the Meeting Professionals International Foundation (MPI Foundation) is to support the vision and mission of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) by providing members opportunities for success through meaningful connections to innovative knowledge, rich relationships and abundant marketplaces. For more information, visit www.mpifoundation.org.

The MPI Foundation has raised more than $13 million and re-invested those funds back into relevant programming, projects and services, which benefit the global meetings and events industry. Events such as Rendezvous and Blackjack are very important fundraising tools for the MPI Foundation and provided thousands of dollars annually. Last year, the MPI Foundation invested nearly $1.7 million at the industry-, chapter- and individual-levels through grants, scholarships and major research projects. The MPI Foundation’s efforts focus on three areas:
Giving

Each month, through the Chapter Grant Program, the Board of Trustees awards funding to MPI chapters for projects judged beneficial to the advancement of MPI’s vision and strategic plan.  Last year the Chapter Grant Program donated more than $173,000 to local chapters.  In addition to chapter grants, the MPI Foundation also awards money for individual grants, major grants and scholarships which help our members advance their professional lives.  
Research 

The annual research study, MPI Foundation/George P. Johnson EventView, provides a global executive perspective on key event marketing trends and is the premier provider of insight and guidance for corporations and event marketing professionals.  The Canadian Economic Impact Study completed in the spring of 2009 is a comprehensive effort to measure jobs, tax revenues and other economic benefits that the meetings and events industry delivers in Canada. The European Procurement Study concentrates on identifying best practices in procurement in the European meetings and events industry.  In addition, the MPI Foundation Europe recently awarded The European Meetings and Events Conference a grant in pursuit of their goal to become the first-ever conference to meet the BS8901 Sustainable Meeting Standard.  The BS8901 Sustainability Standard was designed to provide good practice requirements for planning and managing sustainable events of all sizes and types.
Education
In line with our mandate to provide relevant global industry educational content and learning resources to meeting and event professionals, MPI has introduced the Certified Meeting Professional (CMP) Online Study Guide. Created in partnership with Arizona State University and sponsored by the MPI Foundation and Wyndham Hotel Group, the study guide is an invaluable resource during the certification process, and is accessible through the MPI website, www.mpiweb.org.  In addition to the above, the MPI Foundation supported The Future of Meetings educational series at PEC-NA and WEC.  This series is designed to look at the role that meetings and events play in making organizations and individuals successful.  
In addition to the above the MPI Foundation supported the creation of two gamelets by students, faculty and staff from Champlain College.  The students in this Game Design Lab developed gamelets which focused on key meetings and events industry concepts.  This was done because games today are now being more widely acknowledged as training, learning and marketing tools in the business world and MPI and the MPI Foundation are looking forward to how serious games can have a positive effect on the meetings industry.

The ROI II/Measurement Systems Platinum Series offers education sessions free of charge to chapters. In 2006 as part of our multicultural initiative the MPI Foundation launched the CultureActive Tool, a web-based cross-cultural analysis and briefing tool that offers MPI members the opportunity to improve their ability to communicate with other cultures. Member Solutions is a suite of online and off-line personalized products and services developed to meet the career growth needs of global meeting and event professionals. The annual Chapter Leaders Conference focuses on the skills and knowledge necessary for MPI volunteer leadership to grow and develop membership at the local level.
MPI Foundation Europe
The MPI Foundation established the MPI Foundation Europe to provide funding that supports education for meeting and event professionals and students; create standardization of industry practices; and highlight the value of meetings and events community in Europe.  In keeping with MPI’s global development plan, the MPI Europe now encompasses the Middle East and African region (EMEA) as well.  
MPI Foundation Canada
The MPI Foundation established the MPI Foundation Canada to focus on funding high-impact projects, programs and research relevant to the Canadian meetings and events community.
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