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The Italians
are Coming!

When the D FW Chapter hosts the
Second Gemelli Chapter Seminar at
Carrett Creek Ranch Oct. 19-21, ap-
proximately 20 mem-
bers of the MPI ltalia
Chapter are expected
in Texas.

When the D FW
and ltalia MPI Chapters
partnered as sister chap-
ters, the alliance was christened
Gemelli, “twins” in Italian.

There are ample opportunities for
D FW members to participate in this
landmark event. Your support and in-
volvement can make the Gemelli Sem-
inar personally rewarding.

Stop by the Gemelli booth at the
August chapter meeting to see what’s
on the agenda for October.

See page 13 for more information.
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President’s Message

Be Informed and Involved!

hat does the membership want

to know?"” was onc of the first

questions I asked upon assum-
ing the presidency of the D/FW Chapter
ol Meeting Professionals International.

Why does it not surprisc me that this
dynamic chapter
wants to know every-
thing and wants 10
know how Lo hecome
morc involved?!

To keep up with
current activities.
plans on the drawing
board. recent board
decisions. etc.—read
the CURRENT. our
award-winning
monthly newsletter
that chronicles the activitics of the award-
winning D/FW Chapter of MPIL.

Mary Lynn Novelli, CMP
D/FW Chapter Presiclent

Dallas-Fort Worth Chapter

By Mary Lynn
Novelli, CMP
Sterling
Hotels & Resorts

As we continue o Focus on the Vi-
sion, we carried out a tradition by having
the first of two Board retreats of the year
in July. It was a great success. thanks 1o
the dedication of the entire Board of Di-
rectors and their enthusiastic participation.

Many thanks to our retreat sponsors.
Becausce of their generous contributions,
we were able to stage a fantastic retreat
within a limited budget. Sec more about
the retreat and our plans and goals for
1996-97 below and on pages 4-5.

Remember—all board meetings arce
open to the membership! You arc warmly
invited to join us. This could be a great
opportunity to learn about the work of the
various committees and get you on vour
way to increased chapter involvement.

Hope you are enjoying MPI—and get-
ting the most out of your membership! See
you at the Grand Kempinski August 22!

Board ‘Retreats’ to

1996-97 MPI D/FW Chapter Goals

- All chapier projects will provide learning op-
portunities that enhance the value of involve-
ment in MPI, benefit the memhership and/or
the community, and he operated with fiscal re-
sponsibility.

+Increase participation in chapter educational
offerings by 5%.

- Operate the chapter within a break-even hud-
get and exceed project ncome for the 1996-97
fiscal year.

- Establish a method to measure member par-
ticipation in all areas of the chapter and increase
overall involvement in chapter activities by 3'%.

Define Goals

90 v
Chapter leaders illustrate the “Tocus on the Vision
theme at Moody Gardens” INMAX Theatre

D/FW Chapter Meeting + Grand Kempinski - August 22 - 11:30 a.m.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Meeting Professionals International is the pivotal force
in positioning meetings as a primary communication
vehicle and a critical component of an organization’s
success. Meeting Professionals International leads the
meetings industry by serving the diverse needs of all
people with a direct interest in the outcome of meet-
ings, educating and preparing members for both their
changing roles and validating relevant knowledge and
skills, as well as demonstrating a commitment to excel-
lence in meetings.

The CURRENT is published 12 times yearly for the
D/FW Chapter of Meeting Professionals International,
the industry's leading educational and networking re-
source in meetings management. Statements of fact
and opinion are the responsibility of individual writers
and do not imply collective opinion of the officers or
members of MPI.

August 14, Wednesday
D/FW Chapter Board Meeting

August 15, Thursday
Chapter of the Year Book Committee

August 16, Friday
September CURRENT copy due
copy due by 5 p.m.

August 22, Thursday
D/FW Chapter Meeting
“Bringing International

Exhibits to the U.S.”
Grand Kempinski Hotel

11:30 a.m.

August 26, Tuesday
Public Relations/Marketing Committee
IGNITION! Creative Group
6 p.m.

August 27, Monday
Education Committee
Annuity Board of SBC Offices
11:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.

September 11, Wednesday
D/FW Chapter Board Meeting
5:00 p.m.

September 13, Friday
October CURRENT copy due
copy due by 5 p.m.

Thanks to D/FW Chapter member O.D. O'Donnell (Nightlife Talent & Management Agency),

Upcoming
MPI Events

September 19, Thursday
Program Committee
LeMeridien Hotel
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

September 24, Tuesday
Education Committee
Annuity Board of SBC Offices
11:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.

September 26, Thursday
D/FW Chapter Meeting
LeMeridien Hotel
11:30 a.m.

October 9, Wednesday
D/FW Chapter Board Meeting
5:00 p.m.

October 17, Thursday
Program Committee
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

October 18, Friday
November CURRENT copy due
copy due by 5 p.m.

October 24, Thursday
D/FW Chapter Meeting
6 p.m.

October 29, Tuesday
Education Committee
Annuity Board of SBC Offices
11:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.

214-691-4417 for compiling this list of chapter meetings, committee meetings, educational
opportunities, CURRENT deadlines and MPI International event dates.
Details are up-to-date at CURRENT publication deadline.
Call O’Donnell, the official “keeper of the calendar,” for updates.

Chapter meeting plans are subject to change. Check CURRENT each month to confirm details.

For more information about association events, call MP! Headquarters, 214-702-3000.

MPI

MEETING PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL"

Committed to Educational Leadership

MPI International Headquarters

4455 LB} Freeway
Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75244-5903
214-702-3000
FAX:214-702-3070

Meeting Professionals International
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August Meeiing Highlights
Director of Japanese Cultural Festival Discusses
‘Bringing International Exhibits to the U.S.

By Elizabeth Baryshev
CompuCom Systems, Inc.

Behind the scenes accounts of plan-
ning, marketing and executing “Sun &
Star 1996”"—the most
significant Japanese
cultural festival
planned for the Amer-
icas—willbe featured
at the August 22
D/FW MPI luncheon
meeting at The Grand
Kempinski Dallas.

Debra Skriba “Sun & Star

Executive Director’ 1996 Executive Di-
Sun & Star 96" rector Debra Skriba,
will provide a wealth of valuable informa-
tion about bringing international exhibits
to the United States.

“Sun & Star,” a 100-day festival of
Japanese life and art, hosted by various
organizations in Dallas, Fort Worth, Aus-
tin and Houston, begins in September at
venues.

Learn the dynamics behind four years
of planning this $10 million festival, which
involved coordinating and including virtu-
ally every major cultural institution in
North Texas, and managing the person-
power needed to accomplish this world-
class festival.

Skriba will address questions concern-
ing international logistics and ways in
whichcultural differences affected the de-
velopmentof the “Sun and Star” program.

Skriba has devoted her professional
life to the arts and humanities. Early in her
career, she taught dramatic literature at
Loyola University of Chicago. Later she
taughtliterature, history and philosophy
in Stanford University’s Western Cul-
ture Program.

Asmanagerofnational program devel-
opment at Dallas’ public television station
KERA, Skriba worked on the develop-
ment of many public television projects,
including LBJ, a four-part series that was
nominated for a national Emmy.

August program committec members
are Sue Ferguson-Fry (Hard Rock Cafe),
Elizabeth Baryshev (CompuCom Systems,
Inc.), and Peg Wolschon (Kerrville Bus
Company).

MPI

MEETING PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL™
Committed to Educational Leadership

August D/FW Chapter Meeting

"Bringing International Exhibits to the U.S.”
—featuring Debra Skriba of ‘Sun & Star 1996'—

Thursday, August 22

The Grand Kempinski Hotel Dallas
15201 Dallas Parkway ® Dallas, Texas ® 214-789-3050

11:00 a.m. Orientation—Colonnade Room
11:30 a.m. Registration—Crystal Ballroom Foyer
12:00 noon Lunch & Program—Crystal Ballrooms 6,7 & 8
(check the hotel reader board for any room changes)

Complimentary Valet Parking—Tickets Validated at Registration

R.S.V.P. to Joe
by noon, Tuesday, August 20
ephone 214-233-9107 x203
*FAX 214-490-4219
(see FAX insert)
©74742.1725@compuserve.com

Advance Registration $24*
Late Registration $32*
Guest Registration $27*

* prices reflect $2 increase effective August 1996

August Host Facility

The Grand Kempinski Dallas

Discover “old world charm in an ultramodern city” at The Grand Kempinski Dallas.
Situated in the heart of North Dallas amidst one of the finest shopping and business
districts in the Southwest, the Kempinski offers deluxe accommodations with 527
guest rooms, 37 suites and two private concierge floors.

The Grand Kempinski Dallas is rated #1 in ability to service groups and meetings
by Successful Meetings magazine’s “State of the Industry Survey of Travel and Incentive
Planning Executives.”

The Kempinski has a total of 100,000 square feet of meeting space, including 24
break-out rooms and featuring the 25,400 square-foot Crystal Ballroom with a 26-foot
ceiling.

Food and beverage outlets include the Bristol Lounge, Kempi’s nightclub, and two
restaurants—Le Cafe and Monte Carlo.

The Grand Kempinski Dallas, 15201 Dallas Parkway, is situated on the west side of
the Dallas North Tollway, between Beltline Road and Arapaho. Ourdoor parking is
complimentary; covered garage parking is $1.

August 1996

Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter




MPI

MEETING PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL"

Committed to Educational Leadership

Meeting Professionals International is the world's
largest association of meetings professionals
with more than 14,000 members in 44 countries
and S5 chapters and one club. MPI's mission is
to provide educational opportunities and recog-
nition for those in the meetings industry. The
association is committed 1o excellence in meet-
ings, continuous international growth, research,
a strong chapter network and high ethical stan-
dards.

D/FW Chapter
President
Mary Lynn Novelli, CMP
Sterling Hotels & Resorts
214-402-4875

President-Elect
Greg Pynes
Town of Addison
214-450-6202

Immediate Past President
Phyllis Firebaugh, CMP
SEl Incentives
214-717-1400

Vice President/Administration
Linda Sergeant
Bill Reed Decorations, Inc.
214-823-3154

Vice President/Education
Susie Carr, CMP
Annuity Board of the SBC
214-720-4658

Vice President/Finance
Sally Goldesberry, CMP
Meetings & Exhibit Specialists
214-4070755

Vice President/Membership
Michelle Carter
Southfork Ranch Event & Conference Center
214-442-7800 x281

Vice President/Programs
Cindy Hamilton
CityPlace Conference Center
214-841-6830

Vice President/Public Relations/Marketing
Dana Nickerson, CMP
Square One Productions
214-343-8067

Board of Directors
Planners
Cheryl Beasley, CMP
SABRE Travel information Network
817-963-2025

Steven Foster
Cray Line of Dallas/Fort Worth
214-630-1000

Melissa Parks, CMP
H.D. Vest Financial Services, Inc.
214-863-6160

Tracey Smith
Computer Language Research, Inc.
214-250-7404

Suppliers
Dean Conwell
Irving CVB
214-252-7476

Joe Diaz
Delta Air Lines
214-827-1580

Kristi Hollomon
] & S Audio Visual, Inc.
214-241-5444

Peg Wolschon
Kerrville Bus Company
214-263-0294

‘Focus on the Vision’

Board ‘Retreats’ to Define Goals

Officers and directors of the D/FW Chapter of MPI recently gave up a weekend to
plan and project goals for the upcoming year’s activities. The group flew to Houston via
Southwest Airlines, for a two-night stay at South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference
Center. These are just two of a number of suppliers who made the weekend possible.
Please see list of sponsors on page 5.

Chapter leaders learn to work together during a team-building exercise directed by Performa
Solutions—adjacent to South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center.

LEFT: A special host from the Gulf Grey-
hound Park stops by for a visit. The
retired dog is part of the track's grey-
hound adoption program.

“Groucho Marx” and Inde-
pendent Planner M.T.
Gnadt—who led a seminar
on Roberts Rules of Order—
“Focus on the Vision.”

Meeting Professionals International
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Chapter leaders pause with Jolene Allen of Southwest Airlines,
second trom left. at Dallas Love Field prior to departure.

Photos by Steven Foster

No, the group didn’t detour to the Big Apple! After a 3D movie at the
Moady Gardens IMAX Theatre in Galveston, the hoard had fun with
this New York backdrop outside the Theatre.

Even “relaxation time” was filled with talk of chapter goals and
projects.

Between work sessions, chapter leaders visited the tropical rainforest at
Moody Gardens in Galveston.

Ours sincere appreciation to our

Board Retreat Sponsors

South Shore Harbour
Resort & Conference Center
League City, TX
Wray Lindersmith
713-334-1000

Southwest Airlines
Jolene Allen
214-904-4278

Performa Solutions, Inc.
Houston, TX
Brook Bickford
Toll Free 888-520-9808

Clear Lake Shuttle Bus, Inc.
League City, TX
Jim Harrison
713-334-3873

Gray Line of Dallas/Fort Worth
Steven Foster
214-630-1000

Gulf Greyhound Park
LaMarque, TX
Lisa Listouski
800-275-2946

Kerrville Bus Company
Peg Wolschon
214-263-0294

Moody Gardens
Galveston, TX
Patty Newmark
800-582-4673

Space Center Houston
Houston, TX
Andrea Johnson
800-972-0369

Town of Addison
Gregory Pynes
214-450-6202

Roberts Rules Training
M T Gnadt
independent Planner
214-539-6538

Clint Maun
Maun-Lemke

Omaha, NE
800-356-2233

August 1996
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EbucATION NEWS

wﬁlk . Same Name!

D
Q while o .‘New Step!
in My Shoes s LN
Oct. 8-Nov. 19

“Walk a While in my Shoes” is a hands-on opportunity to learn about many facets of
the meetings industry. You will be a “traveling meeting planner,” learning the roles of
suppliers and planners and how they relate to each other.

Visit a hotel—and an airline. Listen to a meeting planner and an incentive planning
company. Talk about your audio visual and production needs. Plan an event and
present your RFP to the various venues as they answer your questions and facilitate
each class.

The class begins Tuesday, Oct. 8, and will run seven consecutive weeks—through
November 19, 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Network, earn CEUs and “Walk a While in my Shoes!”

The class is open to the first 25 PAID students. For more information contact Chairperson Tamara Quilty
(Sprint), 214-405-5177; or Co-chair Brooks Proctor (Harvey Hotel Addison), 214-980-9977.

CMP COI‘nel‘ By Cyndi Martinez, CMP - Renaissance Dallas Hotel

Congratulations to all MPt D/FW Chapter members who
took the recentCertified Meeting Professional (CMP) exam! It
was a difficult test, plain and simple. Best wishes for a good
result!

Now the focus is on those who are preparing to sit for the
examin December or January. The firststep is to requesta CMP
application kit from the Convention Liaison Council in Wash-
ington D.C. Call (202) 626-2764. Cost for the kit: $25.

The appplication—and a $125 fee— is due Sept. 9. The
commitment to take the exam—following notice of approval—
is due, along with a $290 fee, Oct. 28.

Study groups will begin in October to prepare for the Dec. 7 or Jan. 11exams.
Remember to look for opportunities to study—and review those terms!

Cyndi Martinez, CMP
CMP Liaison

Here, courtesy of the Convention Liasion Council’s glossary, are a few Audio
Visual terms to review:

Cardioid Microphone: Unindirectional microphone

Coaxial cable: Cable used to carry audio visual and television signals

Print: copy of the final edited film.

Lectern Microphone: Microphone attached to a lectern.

Dupe: File or tape which has been printed from the original copy (duplicate).
Leko: Type of adjustble spotlight, formerly known as klieg lights.

Wipe: Scene in a motion picture that appears to be pushed off screen by a new
scene.

Plan now to attend the August meeting to review the CMP process!

Cummins Named
PO“D Director

Tony W. Cummins (Dallas Park Cen-
tral Hotel) will serve as PO*D director for
1996-97. The appointment was made by
the MPI Board of Directors.

The PO*Ds pro-
vide an opportunity to
develop relationships
withother profession-
als in your area of the

! metroplex—especial-

I TS ly important for those

[—‘ ! who finditdifficultto

attend regular month-

Tony W.Cummins |y meetings because

Dallas Park of time constraints or
Central Hotel

driving distance.

Cummins will work with the chairper-
sons of the chapter’s 10 PO*Ds to develop
educational and networking opportuni-
ties.

Joe Diaz (Delta Airlines) will work
with Cummins as the liaison to the Board
of Directors.

If you are interested in working as a
PO‘D chairperson, or in planning activi-
ties for your PO‘D, please contact Cum-
mins at (214) 233-4421.

“This is an excellent involvement op-
portunity to share knowledge and con-
tacts in your own business neighborhood
during a short time commitment,” Cum-
mins said.

The PO*D Handbook will be mailed
with the 1996-97 Chapter Directory this
month.

Professional

Opportunity for
Development

Meeting Professionals International
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Southfork revisited . . .

RN A

MPI members enjoyed an Olympics-style evening in June at
Southfork Ranch Event and Conference Center. Director of Sales &
Marketing Joy Johnson (center) joins a bevy of “Greek goddesses”’—
Southfork staffers—who greeted MPI members at the gate with
delicious hors d’oeuvres.

Program Committee members for the June meeting at Southfork
Ranch Event and Conference Center were Alainna Webb, CMP

(Carey Transportation), Peg Wolschon (Kerrville Bus Company),
and Lisa Allen (Southfork Ranch).

1 E g% E%I :'v’l ‘

Representatives from four local charities accepted checks from the
D/FW Chapter. The gifts, totaling $72,000, were proceeds from The
Kids Charity Ball. Pictured, left to right, are Bob Sanks (North Texas
Food Bank), Kay Cole (Trinity Ministry to the Poor}, Sandy Huffman
(Love for Kids), TKCB Chair Patti Wilke, CMP, and Samantha
Bernecker (Give Kids the World).

July Stars of the Month

“Stars of the Month” is a recognition program honoring
chapter members for involvement in committees and special
programs. All Stars of the Month are eligible for a special
drawing for two educational scholarship awards to attend the
MPI International Conference or other MPI educational oppor-
tunities.

Ellen Brown (Dallas CVB) has
given much time and effort to
the D/FW Chapter’s Job Bank,
sending out almost 1200
resumes for hundreds of job
openings.

-Ellén rown
Dallas
CvB

Steve Kemble (Steve Kemble
Event Design) put his expert
touches on awards nomina-
tions, the ultimate selections,
and the May Awards Presenta-
tion—and even “appeared by
satellite!”

Steve Kemble
Steve Kemble
Event Design

Ginny Paxton (Ginny's Gifts),
an active member of the
Membership and Programs
committees, is a regular
centerpiece donor to our
monthly meetings.

Ginny Paxton
Ginny’s
Gifts

August 1996
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WANTED

oo X o) sho X oo Xofo X oo X oho ) oPe;

~+2¥ THE TEXAS CARDSHARK R+

DESCRIPTION: Charming cowboy, usually accompanied by laughter and
applause. His entertaining demeanor adds PUN and EXCITEMENT to any bash

CONVENTION EVENTS, at CORPORATE MEETINGS and at TRADE SHOW
EXHIBITS. He Is a smash hit at CASINO and WESTERN PARTIES. His magic
and gambling expertise-once seen. never forgottent
- REWARD &~
BOOKING INFORMATION: » 214/349-883] -

I

Professional
Growth
Avwards

The Professional Growth
Awards (PGA) program
is a scholarship
fund to assist members
of the D/FW Chapter
of MPlin.
offseting expenses
of attending educational
classes, seminars, etc.

Help support the PGA—and perhaps win a fun prize!—
by purchasing “opportunity” tickets at each monthly meeting.
Tickets are $1 each, or 6 for $5.

OUR FRONT YARD ENDS AT HAWATII

® 300 spacious oceanfront rooms, each with private balcony. Concierge floors with private key access and lounge.
® 21 meeting and function rooms totaling 21,000 square feet (6,000 of which is the Pavilion exhibit hall).

Space includes a Grand Ballroom and 11 conference rooms overlooking the ocean. %

¢ Swimming in ocean or pool, surfing, sailing, tennis, hiking, private fitness center and spa. The Waterfront -

© Championship golf facilities nearby with complimentary transportation. WM‘

® Close to the best of Los Angeles and Orange County; 12 miles from John Wayne Airport Beach Resort
with complimentary transportation. On Southern California’s Best Beach

e Special value rates for special value dates. Huntington Beach
Ask for our Meeting Planner Kit. @ o

Call 800/822-7873 » 714/960-7873 ® 21100 Pacific Coast Hwy, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 L

The perfect setting for
e ol your next meeting,

The Waterfront
Hilton Beach Resort
overlooks 8'/2 miles
of white, sandy
Southern California

= bexch

Meeting Professionals International

August 1996



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

3

Sally Goldesberry, CMP
V.P./Finance

The $25 increase in MP| dues—
'What’s in it for me?!’

By Vice President/Finance Sally Goldesberry, CMP « Meetings & Exhibit Specialists
This question & answer column addresses

concerns expressed about the international dues increase.

" How can | explain this dues increase to my company?

A: The cost of doing business has increased. Salaries and labor
costs have gone up. Consider how expenses have increased in your
own businesses. It has been four years since MPI last had a dues
increase; MPI International and the local chapters have been
absorbing these increased expenses.

" Does the Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter make a profit?

A: Our chapter operates close to “break-even.” Operating
expenses for 1995-96 totaled approximately $124,000. Forty-seven
(47)% of expenses go directly to education programs, including
Brown Bag Education Luncheons, the How to Breakfast Educational
Series, “Walk a While in My Shoes” as well as monthly chapter
programs. Public relations programs, including the monthly
newsletter, accounts for 26% of chapter expenditures. The chapter
directory is 11% of the budget. Expenses related to maintaing the
chapter office represent 16% of the budget.

MPI D/FW Operating Expenses $124,352

Chapter Office &
Related Exp.
16% Programs &
Education
Prog./Member
Newsletter/PR Awards 47%
26%
Chapter Directory
1%

“Does not include restricted funds for The Kids Charity Ball.

How does the $25 increase mandated by the
international office benefit the D/FW Chapter?

A. Twenty (20) % of the dues increase will be used as a direct
chapter benefit. Each chapter will now receive $52 per member per
year.

What’s in it for me?

A: Among a long list of things, the increase will provide the
following: -enhanced educational programs—at both the local and
international level, - global meetings of the highest caliber,

- development of a World Wide Web site for the association, and
-upgraded editorial content of MPI’s official publication, The
Meeting Manager.

Members of the D/FW Chapter enjoy a special perk: Because
Dallas is the site of MPI International headquarters, we are fortunate
to have easy access to the MP| Resource Library, the largest
collection of books and articles on meetings management and other
related information pertaining to the hospitality industry.

Why should I stay involved with MPI?

A: Terrific educational programs and networking opportunities
with the best in our industry are my favorite reasons! Get involved
and you're likely to meet potential clients and business associates.

We learn from each other—and we do business with each other;
80% of MPI members do business with other MPI members. Other
perks include the Chapter Directory and the monthly newsletter.

How can I be involved? I can’t attend monthly meetings?

A: Check out the monthly POD*Ds meetings—geographical MPI
meetings designated by zip codes—or join a committee to work on
another project. Most committee meetings are at night after
business hours. If you want to be involved, there’s a way!

August 1996
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July Meeting Highlights
Keith Harrell Encourages Involvement with
‘Attitude is Everything’ at Natural Resources Focus

Vice President/Programs Cindy Hamilton (Cityplace
Conference Center) pauses with guest speaker Keith
Harrell. Harrell’s convincing message? Involvement!

Photos by Mark Lazarow Photography

LEFT: MPI 1996-97 starts with a bang as D/FW Chapter Presi-
dent Mary Lynn Novelli, CMP (Sterling Hotels & Resorts)
emerges from a box to lively music, encouraging involvement.
The balloons were provided by Balloon City, USA; the box was
courtesy of Yellow Rose Touring and Special Events.

!’M‘ /] ; ;.’f\' |
Wendy Foster (Circle R Ranch) and Debra jerman Shaw

{Cityplace Conference Center) were co-chairs of the July
chapter meeting.

Director of Catering Maureen Storto, CMP, (center} and staff welcome
the D/FW Chapter of MPI to the Hyatt Regency DFW Airport in july.

10 Meeting Professionals International August 19906



Meeting Professionals International  July 18,1996

Dallas | Fort Worth Chapter
Pay to the |UPO Foundation $ | 500000 |

order of
Dollars

Five thousaud & 00/xx

Dalbus/Ft. Wonth Chapten of WPI w

Peg Wolschon (Kerville Bus Co.) and Kristi Hollomon (} & S Audio Visual) presented
a check for $5000 to the MPI Foundation, represented by Robert Eilers of MP!
International. The funds were proceeds of the MPI cookbook sales. The giant check
was provided by Fun Factory, who also provided the giant checks for presentation to
recipients of The Kids Charity Ball funds at last month’s meeting.

Photos Hall of Fame
by Please salute the following companies
Dorrit Turner (Yellow Rose Touring & Special and individuals for their contributions
Events) welcomes members and guests at Mark to the July meeting at
registration. Turner’'s company provided Hyatt Regency DFW Airport
certerpieces and other decor at the july chapter Lazarow Keith Harrell
meeting. 800-451-3190
PhOtography Hyatt Regency DFW Airport
Maureen Storto, CMP, Catering
214-615-6712

American Airlines
Mary Klovekorn

Yellow Rose Touring & Special Events
Dorrit Turner
2147463780

Balloon Clty, USA,
Eddie Heyland
214-821-6482

Fun Factory
Linda Thornton
214-686-7444

Sound & Stage Craft
Rick Adams
214-615-6712

Trade Show Drawings

Gray Line of DFW
Carole Sharapata
214-630-1000

Planet Hollywood
Sally Bresnaham

June Program Committee

“PO*Dners” Joe Diaz (Delta Air Lines), left, and Tony Cummins (Dallas Park Central Hotel) Debra Jerman Shaw
(right), recruit Stephanie Phillips and Jessica Jackson (Holiday Inn Worldwide) for the D/FW Cityplace Conference Center
Chapter’'s PO*Ds program at the “Natural Resources” tradeshow, designed to encourage Wendy Foster
participation in chapter activities. Circle R Ranch

August 1996 Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter 11



Of Quality Audio & Video Equipment
We can assist you with
Conventions, Meetings, Video Production,
& Corporate Business Applications

J&S Proudly Offers 24 Hour Service,
Set-Up, & Delivery!

214-241-5444

Visit Our Dallas Office at 3373 Towerwood
(off of Beltline - 3 blocks west of Marsh)

ft:mv W“ il !
\/ &

NOTHING CHANGED TODAY!

Have you ever seen a headline like this?
Of course not! Change is everywhere! Change is accelerating!
Change n Structure
Change of Mission

'..'o"-
KR

9302002070

CHANGE SURROUNDS US!

Do you want a better way to cope with change?
Do you need a dynamic speaker on change?
Call Gerry Reid!

“Here We Go Again! I Just Got It Working
and Now You Want to Change It!”

From a thirty minute speech to a two-day workshop.
Special rates for MPI members!

GERRY REID

[eN

PEAKIN

Visit http://rampages.onramp.net/~greid for the
Professional Development Tip of the Week
greid@onramp.net

4333 Essex Court ¢ Flower Mound, TX 75028 ¢ 214-539-4487

Gemelli Chapter
Goals

- Todevelop aformat for joint chapter meeting oppor-
tunities (Gemelli Seminar) not only for the D/FW and
Italia chapters but other MPI chapters as well

Educate members on the international nature of the
meetings industry

Provide an avenue for both planners and suppliers to
share their knowledge on the international product

« Workjointly with the Program Committee to develop
aninsightful and educational monthly meeting with a
truly “international” focus

Increase “international” knowledge quotient of inter-
ested chapter members through various educational
opportunities during the year

Share information between D/FW and ltalia on chap-
ter business and the different ways business is con-
ducted in both countries

Heard it
through the
Grapevine!

By M.T. Gnadt
‘Grapevine’ Columnist

Cissy Horton is the new program manager for Yellow Rose
Touring & Special Events. She was formerly with GrayLine Tours.

Patti O’Neil has started her own company, Conference Planning
Inc. She was formerly a meeting planner for Mobil Oil Company.

Alainna S. Webb, CMP, has joined The Carey Companies as
manager of meetings and special events. She was formerly with
Meeting Management Association/Festivities.

Deborah ). Wheeler, CMP, left the Society of Petroleum Engineers
to become an independent meeting planner.

Keep up with personal news about fellow MPI chapter members—job
changes, promotions, awards or special recognitions, weddings, or births—
through “Heard it through the Grapevine.” Please contact Mary-Therese Gnadt
(214-539-6538 « FAX214-724-0932 - gnadt@airmail.net) about items of interest
for this column.
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Gemelli Seminar
— an lnternatlonal
Partnership

By Tim Wade
Lennox Industries

The D/FW Chapter unveiled its Gemelli Chapter booth
last month to publicize the Second Gemelli Chapter
Seminar. Approximately 20 members of the MPI Italia
Chapter are expected to be in Texas
for the Oct. 19-21 event at Garrett
Creek Ranch.

When the D/FW and Italia MPI
Chapters partnered in 1993 as sister
chapters, the alliance was christened
Gemelli—"twins” in Italian. Last year
11 members of the D/FW Chapter
traveled to Italy for the first-ever joint
Gemelli Chapter Seminar.

Tim Wade

Co-Chair There are numerous opportuni-

Gemelli Committee ties for D/FW members to participate

in this landmark educational event.

Your support and involvement can make the Gemelli Sem-
inar personally rewarding.

The Gemelli booth at each monthly meeting will
provide highlights of the seminar and sell Italian choco-
lates and “opportunity” tickets for a drawing—dinner for
two ata D/FW restaurant—to raise funds for the program.
This month’s drawing will be an opportunity to wina $200
dinner at The Mansion Restaurant.

Last month, a lucky ticket holder walked away with a
$100 certificate for dinner at one of several noted metroplex
restaurants, and chapter members supported the “Italian
Happy Hour” fundraiser at Pomodoro/Arcodoro Restau-
rants. Thank you, Lori Farris, for the delicious food!

Gemelli Chapter Mission Statement
Gemelli was formed to develop a communicative and inter-
active relationship between the D/FW and Italia chapters of
MPI; thereby increasing the potential for networking, busi-
ness and educational opportunities and exposing all mem-
bers to the international nature of meetings.

The Gemelli Seminar will provide an opportunity to
learn about the “international” side of meetings. Interact
with our brothers and sisters from Italy—and learn about
business in Italy and the European community.

In the September issue of CURRENT look for informa-
tion on membership participation to certain functions and
events before and after the Gemelli Chapter Seminar in
both Dallas and Fort Worth,

As they say in ltaly—Arriverdercci!

@(AKING @TATEMENTS

SPECIALITY STATIONERY & INVITATIONS
PROMOTIONAL/MARKETING MATERIALS

WE'LL MAKE IT SHORT . AND WE'LL MAKE IT SWEET
WE'VE GOT SOME TREATS . THAT CAN'T BE BEAT!

; orporo‘re/(‘fy)ociol
C»y_nvifofions
(;:;’R-_nnouncemenfs
C(:}usforn (‘,—-'Oesign
szfjrogroms
@Z\/em (;-—jlccessories
(}[enus
IZ."_‘-g(é)IidOy Cégords
C_:)j)crﬁes
(@ijsor/(ggcf @ﬁ‘rzvchs
Cz(jhrisfenings/@' aby
Cl(eddmgs
@ersonol (yfohonery
( J howers
QC ift (Inclosures
ONaps
@resenfcfion (gc;lders
@ rochures
@romoﬁonol @{;ems
@eﬁerhecd
@Xusiness %ords
@(ovnng
(]lddressmg ._-_yerwces

BY APPOINTMENT

FOIL STAMPING
FLAT PRINTING

ENGRAVING EMBOSSING
THERMOGRAPHY

TEL 214 . 824 . 3550 FAX 214 . 828 . 0106
923 LIBERTY COURT . DALLAS, TEXAS . 75204
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Supplier Profile—Denise A. Howieson

A congenial “people person,” Denise
will interview MPI members for the “Opinion, Please!” column in the CURRENT.

Born: July 4, 1952, Johnstown, PA
Personal: single/no children
MPI Member since: January 1996

MPI Involvement: The Kids Charity Ball and
Public Relations committees; will interview
members for the “Opinion Please! column
in the CURRENT

Occupation: Director of Sales & Marketing
for IGNITION! Creative Group

Education: Kent State University, B.S. in
education

Favorite book: A Woman of Substance
Favorite Movie: Out of Africa
Favorite Music: classical

Favorite Meal: italian food cooked by my
mother

Ideal vacation: a spring museum tour of
Paris, seeing all the great work by the

Impressionists
Trademark cliche or expression: “Oh well”

I wish I could: work at the United Nations
and meet people from all over the world

What people don’t know about me: | work

on a “hotline” for abused women.

Current projects: public policy committee
at “Brighter Tomorrows,” organizing
campaigns to effect voting by state
legislators on issues of domestic violence

Favorite way to spend my time: love
gardening and hanging out with friends at
flea markets and antique stores

Best advice to MPI members: Don’t be
overwhelmed by all the activities—and sit
with new people at every meeting!

Denise can be reached at: 214-819-3150 or
104355.630@compuserve.com

Planner Profile—Holly Adams

Rollerblading, photography, cross stitching and movie watching are among
this meeting professional’s favorite pasttimes.

Born: November 16, 1964, Seattle, WA
MPI Member since: 1990

MPI Involvement: Education and Public
Relations Committee—coordinated “Brown
Bag” and “How-To” educational programs;
participated in panels in the Richland
College meetings management class

Occupation: meetings coordinator for the
JCPenney Company, Inc.

What [ like best about my job: the
challenges and creativity that come with
each meeting project

My career path: started in hotel sales and
hopped over the fence in 1990

Education: University of Texas, B.A. in
business management

Favorite Movie: A movie buff, | have many
favorites!

Ideal vacation: Sun ‘n’ fun—outdoors
activities; an African safari is my next dream
vacation

Fantasy luncheon guests: Jerry Seinfeld,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Jimmy Stewart, Barbra
Streisand

Best asset: outgoing, friendly spirit
Worst habit: occasional impatience

I wish | could: win the lottery, travel all the
time, work just when | want to

Current projects: professional: taking a
group to the Olympics; personal: cross
stitching pictures for babies’ nurseries for
family and close friends

Most people don’t know that I: was my
high school’s mascot and that, during
college, | had a job delivering balloons,
dressed like a clown, and sang for the
recipients.

Best advice to MPI members: Network,
network, network! Build relationships with
both planners and suppliers.

Holly can be reached at: 214-431-1326 or
HADAM1@)CPenney.com
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THE PERFECT PLACE TO MEET -

RIGHT IN THE HEART OF HISTORIC SAN ANTONIO.

he Crowne Plaza” St. Anthony is located in the heart of historic San Antonio, just two blocks from the Riverwalk and near the
Alamo and the Convention Center. Qur three ballrooms and 18 conference rooms have 22,000 sy. ft. of meeting and banquet facilities.
And with our wealth of meeting experience you can be assured that your meeting will be perfect. In addition, you'll now receive frequent flyer miles
on any of 12 participating airlines with your stay. Discover the difference of Crowne Plaza’ Hotels. For meeting information, call 1-210-227-4392.

CROWNE PLAZA

ST. ANTHONY HOTEL

SAN ANTONIO

© 1996 Crowne Plaza, Inc.

300 EAST TRAVIS STREET ® SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

oy T s

The Dallas Arboretum

Thre Daltue Velhmrrtum and Betanidal Lurden

of elegance, style and the gracions
 charm of a bygone era...

[
l _lf you're looking for a special kind
|

...then come discover the opu[ent

showplaces of The Dallas Arboretum -

the Camp House and the DeGolyer House.
Buill on adjacent lots by two of our city's most

prominent families, these magnificent homes

are the architectural focal points of The

Dallas Arboretum - 66 acres of spectacular
pe
gardcns. l.’t\.‘\'ns. ;md sh;ld&:(] \\'at"is on

the eastern shore of White Rock Lake.
i
1l hese mansions are available to you lor corporate
i : i
meerings and retreats, seminars and luncheons,
parties. receptiuns. and much more.

For more information, please call (214) 327-8263

Supported, in part, by the
Ciy ol Dallas Park and
Recreation Department.

Principal Sponsor:

Qe Budlus Hlorming News

Attend
International Speakers Bureau’s
Fall Showcase Extravaganza

September 13 - 14, 1996
Crescent Hotel - Dallas, Texas

Appearing - twenty of North Americas top
speakers! Topics: Customer Service, Sales,
Leadership, Management and more!

Team Building by Sports Fantasy at the
prestigious Cooper Aerobic Center
Pampering at The Crescent Hotel

Network with VIPs at The Ballpark

segistation onlyy. . . $99
Space i3 Lmited.
f ; I- 6“ . f- z io t z- ; “”
International Speakers Bureau
214/824-3885 fax 214 824-5311
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Salute to the *953=90 Stars!?

Yo e A e e
Adolphus Hotel

\¥

Star Brand Ranch
Radisson Plaza Hotel
Doubletree Lincoln Center Hotel
Fairmont Dallas
Kaleidoscope
Spectra Communications

D/FW MPI STARS are members who contribute services or products to chapter meetings and special events.

Cannonball Rental/Ducky Bob’s

e kokk
| ( Southfork Ranch
Sw Omni Mandalay

AVW Audio Visual

*** Mark Lazarow .PhoFography Bill Resd Decorations Wyndham Anatole Hotel
Bauer Audio Visual

Addison Conf. & Theatre Centre

Ginny's Gifts
** Holiday Inn Dallas
Dallas Medallion Hotel
Sheraton Park Central Hotel

_ Gail Sliger Productions
Encore Productions &

> Fun Factory
Sfuzzi Irving CVB
The Kerry Company Sprint Corporation
J&S Audio Visual Yellow Rose Tours
GES Exposition CityPlace Conference Ctr
Hall of State Fort Worth CVB
Dallas CVB

Dallas Market Center

Nightlife Talent
Dallas Arboretum
Bravo Entertainment The Beach Club
Hattie Hill Storks Embassy Suites
Infomart Dallas Museum of Art
Freeman Decorating Dani Foods
Bronco Bowl Fabulous Foods Carey Transportation

Garrett Speakers
Le Meridian Hotel
Majestic Theater
Texas Stadium/Cowboy Cheerleaders
Culinaire
DFW Lakes Hilton.

Volunteers Needed!

Volunteer Coordinator
Tracey Smith
Computer Language Research, Inc.
214-250-7404 « FAX 214-250-7100
Would you like to . . .
« Have some fun?
+ Learn something new?
+ Network with fellow MPI members?

« Feel the pride of accomplishment?

Get involved in the D/FW Chapter of MPI! Volunteer opportunities abound!
Call Volunteer Coordinator Tracey Smith
214-250-7404 - FAX 214-250-7100

‘95-96 Stars
Supplier Recognition
Program a Good Start

By Jan Pollard
Hospitality Marketing Solutions

The D/FW Chapter of Meeting Professionals International
is grateful to the many “Stars” who contributed so much to our
educational programs and special events.

The D/FW MPI Stars Program was developed to provide
recognition for members’ contributions of goods and services
over and above volunteer hours. The first year has been a
“good start” and has given us ideas for improvement in our
tracking methods.

Some contributions may have been missed, and as the

‘program enters its sccond year, we hope to accurately recog-

nize all who provide meeting space, transportation assistance,
food and beverage, audio visual support, decorations, sig-
nage, printing or their talents as speakers.

Be sure to ask if your company’s contributions are being
tracked. The 1996-97 Board of Directors is committed to
continuing and to continuously improving the Stars Pro-
gram.
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Volunteers Needed! 0,&(:@(:0—@, pzed,de !

Q: Which committee(s) interest you
and how do you see yourself
QT & . becoming involved in the chapter?

Education

Vice President / Education

Susie Carr, CMP

Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
214-720-4658+ FAX 214-720-4792

Karen Knox

i2 Technologies - planner

A: “ The Gemelli Committee— | love Europe—
and ltaly is my favorite European country. My
goals include becoming bilingual and learning
more about planning events in Europe, so
involvement in this committee is a terrific
opportunity.”

Would you like to . . .

+ Be involved with an exciting

new group of people?

+ Network with fellow MPi

members?

+ Sharpen your leadership skills?
Address the needs of chapter
members through education?
+ Help create new topics for

programs such as “Brown Bags,
“Walk a While” and “How Tos"?

» Help create CMP study groups
and other educational
opportunities?

Elizabeth Baryshev

CompuCom Systems, Inc. - planner

A: “l joined MPI in March and enrolled in the

“Walk a While in My Shoes ” program; now I’'m

on the committee for the fall session. I’'m

- Gain exposure through attending educational sessions at Richland
volunteering? el College and am eager to participate in the

« Test your creativity? ' Education Committee. Will also be involved in

the Program Committee.”

”

Call Susic Carr, CMP today!

Steven M. Brooks

Intelecon - supplier

A: “The ‘Meet & Greet’ Committee—because |
enjoy making new friends, especially in our
industry. I'm a new member of MPI and believe
this committee will help me become more
involved with the D/W Chapter. Once | know
the needs of fellow colleagues, | can think of
creative ways to be of more service. ”

Get involved in the D/FW Chapter of MPI!
Volunteer opportunities abound!

For more possibilities, call
Volunteer Coordinator Tracey Smith
{Computer Language Research, Inc.)
214-250-2704 - FAX 214-250-7100

R Bryan L. Davis

Embassy Suites - supplier

" &g% 1
J;ldustlgz

MPI

Commpiites fo Bdooiionsl Madeeslly

A: “The Community Services Committee—
because | can think of no better way to show
the unity and dedication of our organization
than by being actively involved in community
programs and offering support to those in
need.”

“Opinion, Please” is a question and answer feature column
prepared by Denise Howieson (IGNITION! Creative Group).
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jagan.’/)

FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHY
Personalized Service Since 196
Specialiing in:

(orporate
(ommercial/ Industrial
PRO-VIDEO Productions
Special Events

Allen Fagan 214..553.8823

9205 Skillman, Suite 112
Dallas, Texas 75243

Volunteers Needed!

Administrative

Committee

D/FW MPIL

Vice President / Administration

Linda Sergeant

Bill Reed Decorations, Inc.

214-823-3154- FAX 214-823-3191 - Isergeant@billreed.com

“The V.P./Administration handles really cool projects, and
there are wonderful opportunities for members to get
involved.” —Linda Sergeant

+ Registration at monthly chapter meetings

- Assist with selling advertising for the Annual
Membership Directory

- Assist with production of the Annual Membership
Directory

Call Linda Sergeant today!

Get involved in the D/FW Chapter of MPI! Volunteer opportunities abound!
For more possibilities, call Volunteer Coordinator Tracey Smith
{Computer Language Research, Inc.) 214-250-7404 - FAX 214-250-7100

Editor’s Notes
CURRENTIy . ..

A monthly challenge in editing the CURRENT is to hit
the high points with clarity and brevity—to chronicle
activities of the D/FW Chapter of MPI concisely.

Your editor is of the Strunk & White (The Elements of
Style) and Zinsser (On Writing Well) “schools of thought”
on writing—vigorous writing is
concise. The best writing has been
stripped to its cleanest compo-
nents—no extraneous, needless
words.

William Zinsser, one of my
favorite writers on writing, says,
“Clutter is the disease of American
writing.”

William Strunk and E.B. White,
two more icons among those who
write on writing, say it simply:
“Omit needless words.”

Remove the deadwood, bloated verbiage, verbose
phrases and doublespeak. Replace with common, short
words and sentences, and comprehension will soar! Less
is more!

Graci;? H. Hilton
The Write Stulff
CURRENT Editor

Newsletter writing, especially, requires a brisk,
informal style. Paragraphs should be short—no more than
two or three sentences. And every sentence should be
packed with meaning.

Newsletter paragraphs need “air” (white space)
around the words, making them inviting to read.

Down with deadwood—muttiple adjectives that mean
the same thing (such as extraneous, needless), or
adorning a verb with a redundant adverb (resume again,
remit back). Excise: those empty qualifiers that zap power
from sentences (truly, very, little, really).

Don’t which and that sentences to death. Hack away
at wordy verb forms (the committee will be holding a
meeting) and that horrible plague called creeping
nounism.

(Did you catch horrible plague? Do we need horrible?
No. A plague is horrible.)

If you think this style is too “minimalist” . . .

Do you think Benjamin Franklin would be remem-
bered with such warmth if he had said, “In this world

nothing is certain but negative patient-care outcome and
revenue enhancement.”?

What if Leo Tolstoy had written Violence Processing
and a State of Permanent Pre-Hostility?

Remember the beauty of a short declarative sentence.
Writing is too often swollen with ornate generalizations.

The stylus is more potent than the claymore. Let’s use
the claymore to make the stylus mightier than ever.

Tight writing makes a point.

More on concision next month.
—ghh ©
gracie@cyberhighway.net
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ADDISON
CONFERENCE
&

THEATRE

CENTRE

I—

THE ADDISON CONFERENCE & THEATRE CENTRE'S RETREAT ATMOSPHERE IS ENHANCED
BY THE FACT THAT EVERY ASPECT OF THE CENTRE, FROM ITS UNIQUE DESIGN AND FLEXIBLE
SPACES TO ITS SKILLED, PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS STAFF, SERVES A SINGLE FUNCTION -

TO ASSURE THE UNQUALIFIED SUCCESS OF YOUR MEETING.

15650 ApbDISON ROAD ADDISON, TEXAS 75248 214.450.6202
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MPI

MEETING PROFESSIONALS INTERN -\TION-\T

Comnnuted 1o Educanonal Leadership

Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter
4020 McEwen - Suite 105
Dallas Texas 75244

] DALLAS/FORT WORTH

Innstrumental
to Successtul
Business

Meetings...

Inn on the River offers a state of the art conference center
nestled under majestic live oak trees on the banks of the Paluxy
River where...
o The Inn’s atmosphere is relaxing and promotes creativity.
o The guest rooms are luxurious and the meals are gourmet.
+ Busy executives can concentrate on the business at hand:
Ergonomically designed padded, swivel arm chairs.
French doors and lots of windows.
Porches, decks & rocking chairs overlooking the river.
Lodge setting with fireplace inside & outside.

For more information on the Complete Meeting Package,
contact Kathi Thompson at 214-424-1058

INN ON THE RIVER

205 S.W. Barnard St. . Glen Rose, Texas 76043
214-424-7119 . Fax 214-424-9766




