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at the November Education Luncheon in Hyatt’s Capitol View Room

Highly anticipated every year, the 
presentation of the Supplier of the 

Year Award and the Planner of the Year 
Award did not disappoint. Gathered 

in the Capitol View Room at the 
Hyatt, MPISSN’s November education 

luncheon brought 100 people together 
for a packed program!

Jeff Dougherty, Sales Manager with Visit 
Sacramento, and MPISSN Immediate 

Past President, received Supplier of the 
Year.  Jeff exhibited great leadership and 

passion for MPISSN. During his tenure 
as president, he encouraged a focus 
on membership growth and unique 

venues and the thorough exploration of 
all that Sacramento has to offer.  Jeff’s 

ambition, goals and drive set a gold 
standard for all!  

Deb Kurtti, Executive Director of Quality 
Health Care Foundation and MPISSN 

Vice President of Education and Events 
received Planner of the Year. Deb has 

also served as education chair and 
publications chair, always striving for 
quality  in serving her MPISSN family.   
She is a recognized and inspirational 

leader among her peers in the meeting 
industry.

Congratulations to these well-
deserving winners who have 

contributed greatly to MPISSN!

MPISSN Presents 
Supplier & Planner of the Year Awards

Like us on Facebook Connect with us on LinkedIn Follow us on Twitter

http://mpissn.org
https://www.facebook.com/MPISACRAMENTO
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/MPI-Sacramento-Sierra-Nevada-Chapter-4640049?gid=4640049&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MPISSN
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A messAge from 
the President
Felicia Price CMP

Time flies when 
you’re having fun!!

Dear Fellow MPISSN Members,

It has been a busy few months…
time flies when you’re having fun! I 
am pleased to report our membership numbers are 
strong, the number of volunteers has increased, our September and November 
educational programs had record attendance, and we are looking forward to 
continued success at our upcoming events!  

• January 10, 2017 – Coffee, Cocktails & Content – How to Network in 
Marketplace

• February 1, 2017 – 3rd Annual Crab Feed & Auction – Parrot Head Crab 
Fest! With Garratt Wilkin & The Parrotheads: A Tribute to Jimmy Buffett

• February 21, 2017 – Education Luncheon – Technology We Can Use

• March 21, 2017 – MPISSN Tradeshow & Workshop

We recently sent out our Annual Member Needs Assessment to find out what’s 
most important to you. If you haven’t already done so, be sure to fill it out 
so that we can continue to provide you with high quality education and fun 
networking events. The Board takes your comments seriously and is committed 
to providing the best value for your membership dollars.

Have I mentioned volunteering on a committee or serving on the board is 
the best way to make valuable business and personal connections? We are 
now accepting nominations for the 2017-2018 Board of Directors. Contact 
Nominating Committee Chair, Jeff Dougherty to nominate yourself or a friend 
for an open board position. Nominations close January 6, 2017. Contact 
President-Elect, Lynda Sagar if you would like to join a committee or volunteer 
at an event. ENGAGE. GROW. SUCCEED. Get involved today!

Warm wishes for a happy holiday season and prosperous new year!

Thank you,

 

Felicia Price, CMP

2016-2017 MPI Sacramento Sierra Nevada Chapter President
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on vine time

MEEt
30 MILES NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO 

We offer complimentary personalized services to 
meeting professionals specializing in small group 
RFP distribution, site tour assistance, off site dining, 
transportation, and teambuilding programs. 

Offering a mid-week incentive of up to 
$4,000 to the master bill. Ask us how!

SonomaCounty.com/Meetings

1-800–576-6662

SONOMA COUNTY TOURISM IS THE OFFICIAL DESTINATION MARKETING ORGANIZATION FOR SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.

sonoma wine country

http://www.sonomacounty.com/meetings-groups
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Sponsor Spotlight
San Luis Obispo (SLO) County is located halfway 
between Los Angeles and San Francisco, along 
California’s iconically beautiful Central Coast. 
With views of the sterling pacific to the west and 
vibrantly green vineyards to the east, SLO County 
offers meeting and event space ranging from 
small rooms in quaint B&B’s and wineries, to large 
conference hotels and exhibition spaces. Venues 
provide a variety of levels of assistance for events, 
large and small. Whether you’re looking for meeting 
space for your reunion or rally, onsite catering and 
entertainment for your retreat, or full event planning 
services, you’ll find the wedding, meeting or special 
event destination you’re looking for in San Luis 
Obispo County. 

Social Media 
valuable to grow your events

For more information 
contact Visit San 
Luis Obispo County 
at 805.541.8000 
or visit www.
VisitSanLuisObispoCounty.
com.
Link on the logo at left 
to visit the web page for 
meetings and groups!  

Over 100 people joined MPISSN on Nov. 8, 2016 for 
the education luncheon program sponsored by Visit 
San Luis Obispo.  Guest presenter Cherise Wilson, 
National Convention Sales Manager for Reno Tahoe 
USA, talked about how to incorporate social media 
into your meetings and events. Cherise gave a talk 
on how to use social media outlets like Facebook 
and Twitter to engage your attendees. She discussed 
ways to create a public or private event to increase 
your attendance, and the importance of building a 
social media program each year by adding another 
element rather than replacing pieces your attendees 
are already familiar with using. 
Key points included how social media thrives today 
because it draws people to events for educational 
content and networking opportunities.  Meeting 
professionals are challenged to enter the social 
media “conversation” by enabling, participating and 
encouraging engagement among their audiences, 
untapping the potential of these media!
Cherise shared valuable “rules of engagement” to 
help participants recognize the essentials:
Rule 1: Know Thy Audience, Know Thy Goals
Just as you need to know your audience to develop 

a successful meeting, you also need to know how 
they connect. “How do they communicate? Mobile? 
E-mail? Through social media?” You also can survey 
your audience ahead of time to learn which devices, 
apps, and platforms they use. What do they want 
to learn, and what can you do to help them hit the 
ground running at your meeting?
Rule 2: Pick Your Platforms
There is no shortage of platforms you can choose to 
support your social media meetings tactics. Know 
your platforms & stick with them!
Rule 3: Weave social media into every aspect of 
your meeting
The first thing to do is to let people know what your 
social media program will be. Begin by creating an 
event hashtag, which you can use on most platforms, 
though not LinkedIn.
Rule 4: Get your speakers on board. 

• Create strong LinkedIn profiles if they don’t 
already have them; update other social media 
profiles. Provide training if need be.
• Share profiles on all registration and 
promotional material. Hyperlink their names on 
your agenda to their LinkedIn or About.me profiles.

http://www.visitsanluisobispocounty.com/meetings-weddings-and-events
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• Provide 
social media 
tips to help 
your speakers 
promote their 
sessions on 
their own 
social media 
platforms. 

ahead of time to drive engagement with your 
content—and with other attendees once they 
arrive at the meeting. “Twitter has a great polling 
feature you can use to ask people what they want 
to see, and measure their satisfaction both on 
site and after the event.”
• Ask for social media handles and mobile 
phone numbers during registration so you can set 
up the Twitter lists and group chats.

Rule 6: Dedicate resources to manage the social 
media activity.
“It doesn’t have to be a full-time person, but have 
someone who is in charge of making sure it all comes 
together.” College volunteers are great for this!
Social media can shape the reputation of your events 
and your organization.   Events and conferences are 
largely successful over time because of their good 
reputation with sponsors and attendees.  In that 
regard social media represents a huge opportunity to 
improve your reputation and success. 
The program offered a continuing education unit 
in the Marketing 
domain.
Thank you to 
these sponsors 
who helped make 
the day a great 
success!

Longevity pins were presented for 5, 10, 15, and 20 years of 
membership with MPI!

Cherise Wilson, CHSE 
Shows us How!

“Then you can promote their content that is 
promoting your conferences” 

Rule 5: Get your attendees on board!
The key to getting attendees to participate is to 
integrate your social program into all pre-meeting 
activity:

• Encourage attendees to follow the official 
conference pages and join official groups on 
LinkedIn. Communicate meeting information 
through social media first, to accustom them to 
going to your social channels for meetings-related 
information. Respect privacy & let them know 
beforehand if you are using any tools that will 
have their photos shown.
• Engage them through polls before, during, and 
after. Provide live video sessions and Tweet chats 

Longevity pin recipients: front - Cristi Harris (5), 

Amy Orr (15) Back left to right - Janneh Johnson 

(10), Karalee Adams (10), Julie Martinez (20), 

Deborah Clore-Meyers (20), Lauren Siring ((15)

Congratulations to Julie Martinez (20), and 

Deborah Clore-Meyers (20) for your ongoing 

commitment to MPI!

http://www.psav.com/
https://sacramento.regency.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://www.visitsanluisobispocounty.com/
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MPISSN partnered with CalSAE to deliver Session # 4 
at Seasonal Spectacular on December 1, 2016 at the 
Sacramento Convention Center.  Over 70 participants 
enjoyed the lively session which addressed a 
variety of safety and security measures for meeting 
professionals to keep top of mind in their daily 
business.  Continuing education units were offered in 
the domain of Risk Management. 

Session Panelists: Back row - Bruce Anderson, Disaster 
Preparedness Instructor, Premier Training Network; and Jeff 
Dougherty, Visit Sacramento, Moderator. Front row - Sergeant 
Joshua Dobson, Sacramento Police Department, Metro 
Division K9 Unit; Jesse Allured, Deputy EMS Administrator, 
Contra Costa County Emergency Medical Services; and Terra 
Mann, Director of Security, Hyatt Regency Sacramento.

By Leslie Whitesel

• Do you ask what to do in case of an emergency 
at your pre-con?

• What if there is a fire (or fire drill) at your host 
hotel? 

• In an active shooter situation at or near your 
event, what would you do first?

These questions and more posed at “The Disaster 
Experience” workshop on December 1 really made 
you think. 

As with all aspects of event planning, it is best to 
be prepared for anything that could happen, and 
that includes emergency situations. It is important 
to know what to do at each event venue in an 
urgent situation. For example, in an urgent medical 
situation, it makes sense to call 911 first if necessary, 
but the second thing to do would be to immediately 
notify the hotel so that they can be prepared for first 
responders and what happens next. 

It is also essential to know what is going on outside 

of your event– are there any protests planned 
during your group’s event? Is there a group with a 
contradictory mission onsite or nearby? Know the 
facility, but also know the city – and it doesn’t hurt 
to touch base with law enforcement. 

A good event planner knows their group. If your 
attendees have specific disabilities or specific needs, 
keep these in mind as you do a walk-through, 
communicate them to your venues and hotels, and 
have records of this information onsite. 
It’s good to have an emergency plan, but always 
be prepared to act outside of it. And in an active 
shooter situation? The answer is run…or hide…or 
fight. 

The Disaster Experience -
Fire, Brimstone and Other Things
That Can Hurt You!
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A New Year...
An Exciting New Website

Visit us at 
RiversideCVB.com

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

Anne Seymour, CMP
Vice President of Sales

3750 University Avenue #175
Riverside, CA  92501

ASeymour@RiversideCVB.com
951-222-4700 Ext 203

The Riverside Convention Center is nestled amidst the Spanish Revival 
architecture of downtown Riverside, steps away from a lively and 
walk-able Main Street and 3 impressive hotels. After a $43 million dollar 
revamp, it shares the nostalgic charm of its surroundings with a Spanish 
Mission design featuring a boutique atmosphere. Inside there’s 65 
thousand sq ft of indoor event space, upper and lower concourses, the 
latest in audiovisual technology and free Wi-Fi. The main exhibit hall is 
nearly 30,000 sq ft and there are 22 meeting rooms accommodating 
groups from 10 to 3,000. We are committed to offering first-class 
customer service along with delicious, health-conscious menu options.  
The Riverside CVB Convention Concierge service offers planning 
assistance and liaisons to help coordinate site visits, hotels, catering, 
transportation and other services.  Within steps of the Center, guests will 
enjoy Main Street Riverside with unique shopping, restaurants, pubs, 
coffee-houses, micro-breweries, dessert shops, monuments, museums, 
art galleries and the historic Fox Theater, managed by LIVE NATION, 
presenting top-quality entertainment. It’s no wonder FORBES Magazine 
named Riverside the 2014 #8 Coolest City and #2 Millennial Boomtown 
in America.  To top it all, Riverside’s Festival of Lights was honored as the 
2014 USA Today’s #1 Holiday Public Lights Display in the nation followed 
by being named the #1 Best Holiday Festival in 2015.  It’s time to visit 
RIVERSIDE - Southern California!

The Riverside Convention Center is located in the heart of downtown 
Riverside, just 17 miles from ONT International airport.

24th annual

24th annual

24th annual

Red

Gold
Gradient

Black

White
Knockout

The Riverside Convention Center
The Art of True Hospitality in the New ‘Side of Classic California

 

http://riversidecvb.com/
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This fall we gave back 
to our Sacramento 
community by supporting 
our selected charity. 
We showed support in 
multiple ways including:

•	 Donating over 150 
pounds of busi-
ness attire to the 
SFBFS Job Smart 
Clothing Program 

•	 Almost a dozen 
of our members 
donated an eve-
ning of their time 
sorting clothing 
at the SFBFS to 
a program that 
provides over 
200,000 articles of 
clothing yearly, free of charge, to families and 
individuals in need throughout the Sacramento 
community

•	 A mighty team of six braced the cold to Run for 
the Hungry on Thanksgiving Day

•	 We raised hundreds of dollars through the raffle 
tickets purchased at our Fall luncheons

If you were unable to participate in the Fall, don’t worry 
we have more opportunities to support SFBFS in the 
new year. Here’s how:

•	 Donate canned & packaged items during our 
winter food drive.

o We will be collecting canned, bagged 
or boxed non-perishable food items at 
the MPISSN January 10 & February 21 
events. Low-sodium, whole grain and 
lower in fat foods are especially needed. 
Look for the container to drop-off your 
donation items.

•	Volunteer at a hands-on opportunity 
event ON SATURDAY, APRIL 8 FROM 
9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. AT 1951 BELL AV-
ENUE, SACRAMENTO, CA 95838.

o As a group we’ll play a vital role in help-
ing feed the 244,000 food insecure 
people in Sacramento County. We’ll 
come together to sort, bag & box fresh 
produce and non-perishable items at 
the Sacramento Food Bank services 

campus in North Sacramento. 
Family members are welcome to 
attend (must be 10 years of age 
or older). Look for the sign-up link 
in an upcoming “MPISSN Weekly 
News & Announcements” email. 

•	Donate a raffle prize benefit 
SFBFS at our February education 
program. We accept any 
donation, no matter how big or 
small (e.g. restaurant gift cards, 
hotel stays, entertainment gift 
cards etc.).   

 
Please contact 
Barbara Ching 
at barbaramarieching@

gmail.com or 916-
802-0649 to donate. 

Showing Support for 
MPISSN’s 2016-2017 Charity 

Sacramento Food Bank & Family 
Services  

by Barbara Ching, Community Outreach Chair

 
Run to Feed the Hungry Thanksgiving Day 2016: Missing one team 
member who ran the 10k] It was fun, but very cold. It's the largest 

Thanksgiving run in the country with over 29,000 people attending. 

mailto:barbaramarieching%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barbaramarieching%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.sacramentofoodbank.org/
http://www.sacramentofoodbank.org/
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Michelle Avery, Sponsorships Chair
Lisa Bispham, CMP -  Awards Co-Chair  

Barbara Ching, Community Outreach Chair
Veronica Chinn, CMP - Trade Show Co-Chair

Jessica Counts, Annual Event  Chair
Marcia Durst, CMP -  Professional Development Co-Chair  

Linda Eliopoulos, Social Media Chair 
Gaby Fonseca, Trade Show Co-Chair 

Jennifer Flohr, CMP, CAE -  Special Events Chair
Jennifer Good, Member Recruitment Chair

Cassandra Grauer, Education Lead
Rachel Hickerson, Education Lead
Krissy Jasperson, Advertising Chair
Barbara Maddox, Education Lead

Julie Martinez, CMP, CMM  -  Education Lead
Cathy Murnighan, Education Lead

Amy Orr, Website Chair
Robin Rinehart, CTSM - Crab Feed Chair

Terri Schrader, CMP -  Audit Chair  
Kellie Schroeder, CMP. CAE -  Awards Co-Chair 

Lauren Siring, Member Retention Chair
Heather Tanfani, CMP -  Professional Development Co-Chair

Leslie Whitesel, Publications Chair

Thinking about getting involved as a 
committee chair or co-chair next year? 
Contact Jeff Dougherty at jdougherty@

visitsacramento.com for more information. 

Your 2016-2017 MPISSN 
Committee Chairs:

Your 2016-2017 MPISSN
Board of Directors:

Felicia Price, CMP -  President
Lynda Sagar, President-Elect

Jeff Dougherty, Immediate Past President
Deb Kurtti, VP Education & Events
Jenn Wheaton, CMP -  VP Finance

Lauren Pontier, VP Communications
Lu-Lu Ramos, VP Membership

Lauren Richardson, CMP, CGMP -  Director of Education
Paula Currie, CMP -  Director of Events

Christina Hake, CMP -  Director of Strategic Alliance
Rachel Hickerson, Director of PR and Communications

Kelly Rocha, Director of Recruitment & Retention

Welcome new 
MPISSN Members

MPISSN is pleased to offer a warm welcome to 
these new members and affiliate members who 
have joined our chapter within the past quarter.

Erika Costa
Sonoma County Tourism

Don Goodman
Reno Sparks Convention & Visitors Authority

Laura Hover
Lions Gate Hotel & Conference Center

Joanne Jeronimo 
Conference Direct

Robert Leyva
ARF Event Furnishings

Michelle Lodge
Renaissance Reno Downtown Hotel

 
Chloe Okpiabhele

Team San Jose

Sulema Peterson
Shaw/Yoder/Antwih Inc.

Brad Ross
Crowne Plaza Sacramento

Stacey Scholz
Safe Food Alliance

From Sept. 21 through November 28

mailto:jdougherty%40visitsacramento.com?subject=
mailto:jdougherty%40visitsacramento.com?subject=
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Meeting Planner 
Boot Camp Back by 
Popular Demand!

Meeting Planner 
Boot Camp

Bu

dget

RF
P Process

Co

ntracts

Audio Visu
al

Food & Bever
ag

e

Do you know someone that is new to the industry 
or interest in meeting planning? MPISSN’s Boot 
Camp is the opportunity for them to get a glimpse 
into our industry and event components.  

3rd Annual Meeting Professionals International 
Sacramento Sierra Nevada Chapter
Meeting Planner Boot Camp
February 21, 2017
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
The Falls Event Center, Elk Grove
The Meeting Planner Boot Camp is a fast-paced overview 
of meeting components that every aspiring planner 
should know. Sessions are led by seasoned meeting 
professionals and industry suppliers with local, national 
and international experience. 

Who Should Attend? 
• Meeting and Event Planners New to the Industry
• Those Who Handle Meeting Coordination as Part 

of Their Job Duties
• Anyone Interested in Breaking into the Field

Sessions include: Budgeting, Requests for 
Proposals, Contracts, Audio Visual, Basics
Food and Beverage Planning, Venue Planning, Site 
Inspections

Sponsored 

by:

February Education 
Luncheon made possible 
with a PSAV grant
February 21, 2017       
The Ultimate Guide to Event Internet 
Success
Falls Event Center  
8280 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove, CA 95742
The venue is ready, the attendees have arrived and the 
event is finally underway.  The house lights go down for 
the opening general session, the buzz in the audience 
is electric and the keynote speaker enters to rapturous 
applause.  The speaker opens his audience response app 
and asks the attendees to answer the first question.  But 
they can’t… because the Wi-Fi is down.  The moment is 
lost and the attendees distracted.  Ever have an “Internet 
anxiety” moment while planning or attending an event?  
If you have then this session is for you! Visits MPISSN’s 
website in the near future for learning objectives and to 
register!
This program was developed by and is delivered under the auspices 
of the CIC APEX Standards Committee and its Bandwidth and 
Connectivity Workgroup and may be reported for 1 hour of CMP 
continuing education under Domain G – Meeting and Event Design”.  

Speaker: Bill Fluharty is a Sales 
Engineer for PSAV’s Network 
Services Division. He joined 
PSAV as a Director of Sales in 
2007. In 2010 he joined the 
Network Services Division to 
represent PSAV’s High-Speed 
Internet and Network Services 
offered in over 500 locations. 
His primary role is identifying 
opportunities to offer PSAV’s HSIA Services 
and consults on how to maximize revenues while meeting the 
connectivity needs of today’s business traveler. Prior to joining 
PSAV, Bill worked with two other Network Service Providers 
on very similar services. Even prior to his involvement in the IT 
realm of hospitality, Bill started his career with Marriott Hotels 
in 1995 and then with Hyatt Hotels after moving to California in 
1997. His prior hotel roles included Assistant Banquet Manager, 
Convention Services Floor Manager, Convention Services 
Manager and Catering Manager. 

Registr
ation opens so

on for both programs!

http://www.silverlegacyreno.com/offers/2-free-drinks?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BRAND-NAT-US-SEARCH-SILVER%20LEGACY%20RENO-RES&utm_term=silver%20legacy&utm_content=BRAND-BOOKINGS&gclid=CPCNpcDG9tACFU5wfgodjrQC3w&gclsrc=ds
https://thefallseventcenter.com/location/elk-grove/
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Parrothead Crabfeed
February 1, 2017

5:30 PM
Dante Club

Decorate your Parrothead Hat 
Decorate your Flip Flops 

Get your Best Parrothead Shirt and Hat and enjoy the night 
Please Donate to your favorite Association MPISSN for our Auction!

It’s 5 o’clock Somewhere!

Music by

Sponsors include:

at Sacramento’s 
Dante Club!

Feb. 1, 2017
Register at:
www.mpissn.org

Don’t 
Miss 
This 
Event!

http://www.theparrotheads.com/
http://www.danteclub.com/
https://www.seemonterey.com/meetings/
http://partyconcierge.com/
http://www.stlltd.com/
http://www.sonomacounty.com/meetings-groups
http://www.mpissn.org 
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Volunteer of the 
Quarter
Cathy Murnighan
MPISSN’s leadership team is pleased to recognize 
Cathy Murnighan, CMP as the Volunteer of the 
Quarter!
Cathy put her expertise to work taking on the lead 
planner role for the November education and 
luncheon program.  I mean, did you see the place?  
It was packed front to back!  
Cathy handled all the details including coordinating 
with the Hyatt, making arrangements with the 
speaker, working through AV requirements, 
developing the script and powerpoint, and so much 
more.
Cathy has always been partial to “hands on” 
volunteering and always chooses to lend her 
expertise to education.  Being an independent 
planner for more than 15 years, Cathy has lots 
of experience to offer her chapter.  She owns 
MW Management Group, specializing in event 
management, promotional products, and nonprofit 
management.  Most of her business has been with 
300 to 800 person conferences in the child welfare 
arena.
Cathy wants to help ensure the success of chapter 
education and elevate it to the next level. 
She recommends 
getting involved!  
There has been 
no better way for 
her to engage with 
the membership, 
foster her career 
development and 
make lifetime 
connections.

Congratulations 
to these 

Individuals for 
Achieving Their 

CMP!

The Chapter’s Newest CMPs

A big congratulations to the MPISSN 2016 CMP Study 
Group members who passed the Convention Industry 
Council exam and are now proud Certified Meeting 
Professionals. Look for additional announcements as 
more take the exam in January.

Kristine Howes, CMP
CSUS College of Continuing Education

Melanie Medina, CMP
Association of California Water Agencies

Catherine Murnighan, CMP
MW Management Group

Interested in finding out more about how you can 
join the 2017 chapter study group? Email marcia@
durstevents.com or ht@eventswebpage.com.

Cathy on a zipline 
excursion in Cabo last 
October – She says it 
was “totally fun!”
 

mailto:marcia%40durstevents.com?subject=
mailto:marcia%40durstevents.com?subject=
mailto:ht%40eventswebpage.com?subject=
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Throw that microphone!
Make your next conference, meeting or lecture 
more engaging and fun with the 
first microphone designed for 
audience participation. Instead 
of slowly passing around a stick 
microphone, simply throw the soft 
Catchbox. You can also purchase 
customized branded covers for 
each of your clients. $499
http://getcatchbox.com/ 

Roost your laptop
Does your neck, back and wrist hurt 
after working on your laptop all day? 
Try the Roost. It is a portable, foldable 
laptop stand for standing or sitting. No 
need to purchase a new monitor. Hand 
built in Colorado. $75
https://www.therooststand.com/

Décor on a dollar
Easily and inexpensively perk up your event with a 
bit of beauty. Invest a whopping $1 for a square glass 
votive from the Dollar Tree. You can fill it with rocks 
or stones that match the look and 
feel of your event, add water and 
float a flower. These are great for 
small cocktail tables or accents 
to your registration table.  Don’t 
forget the restrooms too! $1
https://www.dollartree.com/
Square-Cut-Glass-Votive-Holders/
p32572/index.pro

What’s your favorite Meeting Planner Must 
Have? Share your ideas with Heather Tanfani, CMP 
ht@eventswebpage.com

Check these out!

Meeting Planner 
“Must-Haves”
By Heather Tanfani, CMP

Volunteer with us!
Link HERE to download MPISSN’s 
volunteer à la carte menu.  See a 
range of opportunities that may 

be a perfect fit for your talents and 
available time.

Join a committee, get involved, 
and make things happen for your 

profession and your career!  
Email President-Elect Lynda Sagar 

at 
Lynda.Sagar@sheraton.com with 

any questions.

Want to align with MPISSN? 
Forge a Strategic Partnership?  
Advertise?  Sponsor?

We have some exciting options and 
want to bring our members optimal 
value via Connects advertising, website 
banner ads, eblast ads and sponsorships. 
Contact: 
Christina Hake, 
Director of Strategic Alliance
Direct: 916.287.9854 
or Christinah@caheadstart.org

http://getcatchbox.com/  
https://www.therooststand.com/ 
https://www.dollartree.com/Square-Cut-Glass-Votive-Holders/p32572/index.pro 
https://www.dollartree.com/Square-Cut-Glass-Votive-Holders/p32572/index.pro 
https://www.dollartree.com/Square-Cut-Glass-Votive-Holders/p32572/index.pro 
mailto:ht%40eventswebpage.com%20?subject=
http://www.mpissn.org/clientuploads/_2016%20forms/%C3%A0%20la%20carte%20Volunteer%20Menu-16-17_rev.pdf
mailto:Lynda.Sagar%40sheraton.com?subject=
mailto:Christinah%40caheadstart.org?subject=
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In The Know

Travel Industry
Airlines
The corporate travel consulting company Advito has 
released its airfare forecasts for 2017. The company 
says that it expects domestic and regional economy 
fares to stay unchanged, while international 
economy fares will drop 1 percent, and business class 
prices will increase 1 percent. The factors driving the 
projections are available capacity, which the airlines 
are managing well, and competition. According to 
Rick Seaney, CEO of FareCompare, a flight-data firm, 
competition in larger markets have kept prices flat, 
while smaller markets may see price increases of up 
to 3 percent over the next year. 
The Business Journal, 10/21/16

According to the Federal Register, the Global Entry 
program will expand to nine more airports by Spring 
of 2017, one of which is Sacramento. The program is 
run by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection and 
is a trusted-traveler program that provides expedited 
U.S. entry to pre-screened members. Entry into the 
program costs $100 for five years and includes TSA 
PreCheck membership. 
Travel Weekly, 10/4/16

MPISSN’s Neck of the 
Woods
Community Theater
Sacramento City Council voted to move forward 
with a design for an $83.4 million update that will 
add 41,000 square feet of new space, replace seats, 
make technical upgrades and renovate the lobby, box 
office, and dressing rooms.  Memorial Auditorium 
will also be lightly renovated with $16 million of 
new technology and amenities so it can be used as 
a temporary facility for shows while the theater is 
under renovation. 

Farm to Fork
Details are currently being finalized on the overhaul 
of River Cats food offerings at Raley Field for the 2017 
season. In a move that is driven partly by the opening 
of Golden 1 Center and the new arena’s farm-to-fork 
focus, the River Cats have employed Round Rock, 
Texas-based RS3, a consulting firm that will help 
to overhaul the food experience. The overhaul will 
include everything from hiring a stadium chef to 
redesigning food stands to developing a new menu. 
Traditional menu items such as cheeseburgers, hot 
dogs and nachos will still be available, but fans will 
see more diversity in farm-to-fork items to enjoy as 
they watch their favorite baseball team.  
SBJ, 10/25/16

Hotels
Sacramento’s Red Lion Hotel and Woodlake 
Conference Center will close by the end of the year. 
Property owners Columbia Pacific Advisors said that 
the property will be demolished soon after the Dec. 
18 closing date. While a 3.7-acre senior housing 
facility has been in the works for part of the property, 
it is unknown what will happen to the remaining 14 
acres. The closure comes at a time when Sacramento 
is seeing a record hotel occupancy, much of it in the 
downtown area near the new Golden 1 Center.  
KCRA 3, 10/12/16 

Sports
Sacramento will host the first stage of the 12th 
annual men’s Amgen Tour of California professional 
cycling race and the finish of the women’s race in 
May 2017. This will mark the ninth time Sacramento 
has hosted a stage of the race in its 12-year history. 
The women’s race will start on May 11 in South Lake 

In the Know       by Jeff Dougherty, Visit Sacramento 
      MPISSN Immediate Past President
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Tahoe, will race from Elk Grove to Sacramento on 
May 13, and end on Sunday, May 14, the same day 
the Men’s race begins in the state’s capital. The 2017 
Tour of California will be the first time the men’s race 
has been designated with a UCI WorldTour status by 
the Switzerland-based Union Cyclists Internationale, 
the world governing body for the sport of cycling. 
SBJ, 11/2/16

Our Friends 

Anaheim
The Anaheim City Council and the Los Angeles 
Angels recently approved a developer’s plan to 
build a large new project near Angel Stadium. LT 
Global’s $450 million mixed-use Platinum Center 
will include a hotel, high-rise office buildings, stores, 
entertainment, apartments and condominiums 
on a 15-acre lot on State College Boulevard and 
Orangewood Avenue in the city’s Platinum Triangle 
area. Construction on the center will begin next year 
with a completion date of 2022.  
Orange County Register, 10/20/16 

Reno
Reno-Tahoe International Airport has begun a 
16-month master planning process that will provide 
for airport growth and aviation industry changes in 
the distant future. The project will focus on airfield 
enhancements to runways, taxiways and airspace; 
terminal modernization including ticketing, gates, 
customs, concessions and baggage; and ground 
transportation extending to roads, parking and 
airport land use. Renoairport.com, 10/27/16 

Success. “It is not the 
position where you are 
standing but which direction 
you are going.”  
Oliver Wendell Holmes

http://www.mpiweb.org/Events/wec-2017/registration/register
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Coffee, Cocktails & Content
Join MPISSN 
for this FREE 
informal gathering 
which includes 
interactive, 
facilitated 
discussion and idea 
sharing on 
January 10, 2017!

“How to Network in a Marketplace”
Sactown Union Brewery 4:30 p.m.
1210 66th St. - Sacramento
This gathering will address “Networking” - face-to-
face and electronically. Networking is a proven tool 
to make connections and build mutually beneficial 
relationships.  However, many of us are “networking 
averse” and find it isn’t always easy.  Join us for a 
networking exercise and lively discussion.  And, 
bring your own success tips to share.  Please RSVP if 
you plan to attend to lynette@mpissn.org.

MPISSN’s Booth at Seasonal Spectacular 
shared membership information, highlighted Crab Feed

MPISSN enjoyed a great day at the CalSAE Seasonal 
trade show event on Dec. 1, 2017 at the Convention 
Center. Booth staffers took the opportunity to 
share membership information and promote the 
February 1, 2017 Parrothead Crab Feed!  Pictured 
here, President-elect Lynda Sagar dons a festive hat, 
showing true parrothead spirit, while Director of 

Strategic Alliance 
Christina Hake 
gets strategic, 
and MPISSN 
President Felicia 
Price encourages 
a crowd with fun 
details about 
this engaged, 
growing, and 
successful 
chapter!

RECAP FROM OCTOBER! 
Coffee, Cocktails & Content: Industry Horror Stories
By: Sulema H. Peterson, SACRS Administrator
So, you thought you could scare me away last night (October 
18th) with all  those horror stories. Not a chance.

Last night I attended my first MPISSN Chapter event at 
Cafeteria 15L and it was far from scary...  I had a great time 
meeting more than 20 members from the Sacramento Area, 
sharing our "tales gone bad" and finding comfort that I was not 
alone when assuming AFR (a furniture rental company) must 
have more furniture in the back of the truck?!?

Jeff Dougherty, of Visit Sacramento, led the end of the night 
discussion with a focus on how to successfully overcome 
challenges while staying calm under pressure when situations 
go awry onsite.  One attendee shared that it may only rain 5 
times a year in San Diego - but of course, two of those days fell 
on her outdoor tradeshow!

A theme of "safety matters" seemed to be a constant in all of 
our stories.  The information shared on having a plan in place 
specifically for attendees when emergencies arise was a great 
take away for me.

Last night's stories served as a reminder that no matter how 
much I think I've planned or prepared  - Scary Happens.

mailto:lynette%40mpissn.org?subject=
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Stay up to date at www.mpiSSn.org!

Website Login Instructions

Login/Passwords
For the membership log-in areas, your login 
username is your last name and your password is 
your MPI membership number given to you from 
headquarters in Dallas.  

Example
Login:  Smith (be sure to capitalize the first letter of your 
last name)
Password: 222222 (member number - your number may 
be 5-7 digits)

Some of our members have identical last names. 
If you are one please use this slightly different 
method.

Example
Login:  SmithA (be sure to capitalize the first letter of 
your last name AND your first initial)
Password:  222222 (member number - your number 
may be 5-7 digits)

If you need help logging in, please contact 
lynette@mpissn.org or (916) 509-7270.

Before you turn the page...
Important Stuff Read it,

know it,
use it!Fun Facts

$220 Million | The collective buying power of our 
chapter’s planner members 
 
41% | The percentage of planner members 
responsible for executing events of 500+ attendees

50 | The number of planner members in MPISSN 
who control meeting budgets of $250,000+

19% | The percentage of membership increase for 
the MPISSN chapter the past year

A few policy reminders... 

1.     Non-members may attend up to two (2) 
chapter events.  Thereafter, membership will be 
required. Formerly, this policy read “up to three 
education events.” Now, attendance at any event is 
counted towards the maximum limit of 2.
If you have colleagues in your workplace who would 
like to attend MPISSN events or programs, they must 
identify 2. Please share this policy and help friends 
and colleagues understand our policy.
Note: Coffee, Cocktails & Content, MPISSN’s 
workshop at Seasonal Spectacular, and Global 
Meetings Industry Day are NOT counted in the 2 
events.  These are open to all due to either the 
casual/informal nature of CCC, or the partnership 
aspect with like organzations. 
2.     Membership and attendance lists will no 
longer be available before or after our programs 
and events.  They will solely be provided to premier 
members, and sponsors who enjoy this benefit as a 
part of their partnership agreement.  
3.     Your membership belongs to the individual!  
Colleagues in your workplace may not receive 
member rates or benefits.  So while we encourage 
their attendance at 2 events per year (and eventual 
membership) they must pay the non-member rate.

Save these Dates! 
More details coming soon!

March 21   Education and Tradeshow 

May 16    Coffee/Cocktails/Content (CCC)
Discussion on Diversity
Location To Be Announced 
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Thank You to our Key Partners!
DiamonD LeveL

emeraLD LeveL

ruby LeveL

meDia Partner

MPISSN values these Key 
Partners!  Their support 

helps MPISSN strengthen and 
expand upon our member 

commitment. 

SaPPhire LeveL

http://www.discoverlosangeles.com/meetla
http://visitsacramento4-px.rtrk.com/conventions-meetings/
http://www.sonomacounty.com/meetings-groups
http://ca.meetingsmags.com/
http://www.riversidecvb.com/meetings_conventions/default.aspx
http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/meeting-planning.mi
http://www.averymurphy.com/

